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The Circuit Rider Published September 11, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 15:1-10
New International Version (NIV)

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all 
gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 Then Jesus 
told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine 
in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 
7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous persons who do not need to repent.

The Parable of the Lost Coin 
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully 
until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.”
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And the Next Stop Is...  
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• September 14 (Saturday)
The Leading with REAL POWER Lay Leadership Confer-
ence will begin at 8:30 a.m. at Christ United Methodist 
Church located at 6000 Old Canton Road in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. Bishop Swanson will bring the closing remarks 
for the conference.

• September 15 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at 11:00 a.m. in Rolling Fork, Mississippi at Rolling Fork United Methodist Church.

• September 29 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the following locations at the below listed times:
- 11:00 a.m. - St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church in Madison, Mississippi 
- 2:00 p.m. - Seven Springs United Methodist Church in Raymond, Mississippi 
- 5:00 p.m. - South Jackson Cluster at Alta Woods United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi.

Making Peace After 9/11        
Information Courtesy of United Methodist News 
Service (UMNS)
 The United Methodist Church has set up a special webpage 
Making Peace After 9/11 with several features as it relays to 

the September 
11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks on the 
United States.  Everything from worship resources, UM related news stories, and a place for 
people to share their stories about this life changing tragedy can be found on the page.  

Visit http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.7679331/k.16BE/Making_Peace_After_911.htmto view Making Peace After 9/11.

Choctaw Children’s Choir Seeks Invitations to Perform        
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist
From Memphis, Tennessee to Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, the Choctaw Children’s 
Choir of the Mississippi Annual Conference has made a delightful impression on those 
who have been blessed to see them perform, like Catherine Nelson. She is a retired 
director of the Southeastern Jurisdictional Association for Native American Ministries 
(SEJANAM) who praised the children in a letter to the Mississippi United Methodist 
Choctaw Mission. Nelson recently saw the choir in concert during the annual Native 
American Summer Conference at Lake Junaluska.

“They have sung traditional music in Choctaw as well as contemporary praise and 
worship pieces. The children and families of Great Spirit UMC are a beautiful reminder 
that God is the master of cultural fluency. Within the context of the Choctaw culture, 
they refresh the worship experience in delightful terms,” explained Nelson.

Under the direction of the Rev. Daniel and Sybil Tubby and Norman and Kathy Sam, 
the children ages six to 13, rehearse every Wednesday evening at Great Spirit United 
Methodist Church in Philadelphia, Mississippi. A six-year-old member of the choir named Emery said that she looks forward to the 
practices, but even more so performing in front of audiences.

“I like singing in the choir because I enjoy singing to Jesus and have lots of fun singing to a whole bunch of people,” she said.  

Choctaw Children’s Choir 
of Philadelphia, Mississippi
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November is Native American Heritage Month for The United Methodist Church. This year, the directors of the Choctaw Children’s 
Choir are hoping churches will observe this period by inviting the choir to sing for their congregations.

 “It is very rewarding for me to continue having the opportunity to work with these children by helping 
them use their gifts and talents through singing (both in English and Choctaw language) as well as see-
ing them develop their spiritual growth. It’s amazing how God is able to use our Choctaw children for 
His Glory,” said Rev. Tubby.

Churches and organizations who are interested in scheduling theChoctaw Children’s Choir can contact 
Rev. Tubby at 601-416-3217 or contact the Rev. Al Styron, executive director of the Mississippi United 
Methodist Choctaw Mission, at 601-927-6532 or emailDra.011958@gmail.com.  

On Sunday, April 14, 2013, United Methodists from across the nation engaged in a special offering 
to support the works of Native American Ministries like the Mississippi United Methodist Choctaw 
Mission. Annual conferences kept 50 percent of their offering for local Native American outreach. The 
remainder of the offering went to the General Council on Finance and Administration for distribution to the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry for scholarships and to the Native American Urban Initiative of the General Board of Global Ministries. 

There are approximately 10,000 Choctaw Indians who reside in Mississippi. Year around, the Mississippi United Methodist Choctaw 
Mission serves the Choctaw people through programs that address feeding, homelessness, domestic abuse and drug and alcohol abuse. 
People can donate or volunteer anytime to support these services by contacting Rev. Styron at 601-927-6532.

To read additional strories of lives changed by your gifts to the Native American Ministries go to http://www.umcgiving.org/site/c.
qwL6KkNWLrH/b.3837969/k.CE5D/Special_Sundays__Native_American_Ministries_Sunday__Inspiring_Stories.htm.

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned  mission shares.

Mississippi Welcomes US-2 Missionary       
Mission and Evangelism Unit of the General Board of Global Ministries
Kathleen Pryor is a missionary through the US-2 young adult program of the General Board of Global 
Ministries of The United Methodist Church.  Commissioned in August 2013, she is assigned to children’s 
ministry at Moore Community House, Biloxi, Mississippi.

“Generation Transformation has given me an amazing blessing to serve as a Global Mission Fellow to be in 
service with Moore Community House of Biloxi, Mississippi.  I look forward to swimming in the spirit as I 
engage, connect and grow with Mississippi,” said Pryor.  

US-2 missionaries are young adults who serve two-year terms in the United States.  Their work, often with 
the poor, integrates faith and justice as they learn from and walk with communities in their struggles to ad-
dress systematic injustice and human suffering. 

Moore Community House is a national mission institution of United Methodist Women.  Established in 
1924, it serves an economically marginalized, ethnically diverse population.  Almost 35 percent of the chil-
dren below 18 years of age in the service area receive some form of public support. Eighteen percent of the population is above 65 years 
of age. Pryor serves as an advocate for children’s ministries among United Methodist and other religious congregations in the area.

Pryor is from Red Oak, Texas, and is a member of the Jubilee United Methodist Church in Duncanville, Texas, in the North Texas An-
nual Conference.  She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in sports science from Texas State University in San Marcos.  She has worked 
for the annual conference, the Methodist Children’s Home and Daybreak, a Texas-based network for intermediate and disability care.

Raised Baptist, she came into the United Methodist circle her junior year in high school through the Youth School of Theology at the 
Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University, Dallas.  She became deeply involved with United Methodist programs 
and groups, including Black Methodists for Church Renewal.

She credits mentors for “dropping bread crumbs of spiritual motivation for me along the way.  I didn’t always know why I was doing 
some of the things and programs that I had been involved in initially.  But it dawned on me that I was happiest working with and seeing 
youth develop.  And I started to feel that maybe God was calling me to work with children and youth.” 

Kathleen Pryor
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Scams Target United Methodists      
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
Scam phone calls and emails are not unusual, but several scams lately are targeting United Methodists to obtain money. At least three 
such scams have been reported recently. Sybil Davidson of the North Georgia Annual (regional) Conference 
shares what to look out for. 

Unfortunately scam phone calls and emails are not unusual, but several scams lately are specifically target-
ing United Methodists.

There are at least three such scams that we are aware of:

 One scam has been reported by United Methodist pastors across the denomination. A person claiming to 
be a United Methodist bishop (Bishop Bledsoe, Bishop King and Bishop Holston’s names have been used) 
calls to say that his daughter, niece, or friend has broken down in your town. He needs your help getting 
them a prepaid credit card to get back on the road. At least one North Georgia pastor has gotten this call. 
Please note that no Conference or bishop will ever call your church in an emergency and ask you to send a 
prepaid credit card. Please alert your local authorities and report the call to the Conference Bishop’s Office as well.

Another scam is local to North Georgia and has been reported in at least two districts. A person calls a church and asks to speak to the 
pastor about an AIDS patient who has fallen on hard times or has been evicted. He mentions foundations and organizations that are not 
real. He asks for money and offers to come to the church to pick up the check. 

A third scam we’re aware of comes from a false World Methodist Council email address and asks for your bank card number. The World 
Methodist Council does not request money by phone or email. You will always receive a letter on official letterhead when it comes to 
matters of money. Any email correspondence from the Council headquarters will arrive from an “@worldmethodistcouncil.org” email 
address. 

Not all scams are as easy to see through as the “Prince of a foreign land needs to wire money” or “You just won the European Lottery” 
but are instead very convincing. UM pastor Rev. Adam Hamilton was impersonated on Facebook earlier this year by someone who 
recreated his page almost exactly, but asked for money for non-existent mission projects. 

It is important to be thorough in your research, to make donations on your terms through reputable methods, and to be wary of all 
solicitations.  

CharityNavigator.org posts this advice on avoiding becoming the victim of an online scam: 
http://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=content.view&cpid=313. 

Global Mission Leader Prays for Syria Peace   
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
“Our social principles say that ‘we believe war is incompatible with the teachings and example of Christ. 
We therefore reject war as an instrument of national foreign policy,’” writes Thomas Kemper, top executive 
of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, of the situation in Syria. “As followers of Christ, we 
are anointed as peacemakers—we know that adding violence to violence is not the answer.” 

To read full commentary,  go to http://umcconnections.org/2013/09/07/global-mission-leader-prays-peace-syria/.

Why Churches Can’t Get (and keep) Volunteers   
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)
Nonprofit organizations such as social services and hospitals have mastered the art of 
empowering volunteers, writes Thomas G. Bandy on the United Methodist Publishing 
House’s site Ministry Matters. The church only seems to know how to use volunteers like 
disposable tissues, observes Bandy, a leadership coach for faith-based organizations.

To read full commentary, go to http://www.ministrymatters.com/all/blog/entry/4217/.

Photo courtesy of UMNS



2013 Clergy Age Trends Report Shows Older Clergy Bubble Growing Larger   
By Lewis Center for Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary
The number of older clergy continues to grow according to the “Clergy Age Trends in The United Methodist Church” report released 
recently by the Lewis Center for Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary. The annual report is prepared with assistance from 
the General Board of Pension and Health Benefits of the United Methodist Church.

Older Clergy Reach Historic High as Share of Elders

• Elders between ages 55 and 72 comprise 54 percent of all active elders, the highest percentage in 
history. This group reached 50 percent for the first time ever in 2010. This age cohort represented 
only 30 percent of active elders as recently as 2000. Previously their percentage of the total was even 
lower.

• This oldest cohort of active elders makes up 59 percent of elders in the Western Jurisdiction and 
58 percent in the Northeastern Jurisdiction.

• The median age of elders remains at 55 in 2013, the highest in history, reached first in 2010. The 
median age was 50 in 2000 and 45 in 1973. The average age remains at 53, an historic high, and the 
mode age (the single age most represented) is now 61, also a high. 

The Percentage of Middle Age Elders Continues to Shrink

• The percentage of elders aged 35 to 54 continues to shrink, from 65 percent of all active elders in 2000 to 39.81 percent in 2013. In 
addition, the total number of active elders decreased again in 2013 and all the loss took place in the middle age group, with modest 
increases in actual numbers for both young and older elders.

The Number of Young Clergy Stays about the Same

• There are more young elders, deacons, and local pastors than ten years ago, though the percentage of young elders remains low com-
pared to historical patterns, though the trend line is up modestly but consistently.

• For example, there are more young elders than since before 2000, and the percentage of young elders is higher than since before 2000. 
Young elders as a percentage of all elders stayed in the 4 percent range in the first half of the 2000s and since then have made steady 
progress in the 5 percent range, moving closer to the 6 percent or higher range last seen in the 1990s.

Full Report Available for Download

Much more information is available in the complete Clergy Age Trends report, which is available as a free PDF download at 
http://www.churchleadership.com/clergyage. It shows the average and median ages of elders by United Methodist conference and 
features a breakdown of young, middle age, and older clergy by conference for elders, deacons, and local pastors.

The Lewis Center for Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary is pleased to provide this report as a service to the church.

Festival on the Field             
By Kristen Partin, First UMC Tupelo, Director of 
Older Children Ministries
“When First Methodist, All Saints’ Episcopal and First 
Presbyterian churches talk about being ecumenical, they 
aren’t just blowing hot air.” These words by Riley Man-
ning, the Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal religion 
writer, summed up the attitude of the three churches 
recently involved in their first ecumenical event, the Festival on the Field.

What began as a joint venture during the trunk-or-treat festival on Halloween in 2012, grew into a fellowship between the downtown 
Tupelo churches. On Wednesday, August 28, 2013, members from Tupelo’s First United Methodist Church, All Saints’ Episcopal and 
First Presbyterian gathered at Robins Field for their first joint fellowship gathering. From the charcoal grilled hamburgers, to the live 
music, to the bounce castles for the children to the hot air balloon rides for anyone willing, the fun and excitement at the gathering at-
tracted even members of the local downtown neighborhood and people driving by Robins Field. People greeted each other across the 
tables, laughter dominated the evening and everyone was welcomed, regardless of where they lived or attended church.  
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By the end of the evening, it was evident the fellowship gathering was a success and the consensus was to continue to build and foster the 
relationships between the churches and to gather together for another festival on a yearly basis. As quoted in the opinion column of the 
Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal, “In sum, participants had experienced a biblical practice without sanctimony or conflict.”  

“8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1st Peter 4:8-
10 NIV) 

Woodward in Concert at Decatur UMC   
Decatur UMC
Decatur UMC hosted a concert by Nathan Woodward (photo, right), the  saxophonist who played during 
the 2013 Mississippi Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church in June. Woodward performed 
on Wednesday, September 4 in the Decatur UMC sanctuary. He presented an inspiring concert of praise and 
shared his personal testimony.  

Community College 
Supports Local Church  
Decatur UMC 
The East Central Community College soccer team recently came  to the rescue for Decatur 
UMC. The team laid several pallets of sod at the new Decatur UMC parsonage.  

UMW of Monticello Cookbook         
Monticello UMC
In 1982, the United Methodist Women of Monticello United Methodist Church published 
a very successful cookbook entitled “In the River Bend.” It chronicles the many full-flavored 
recipes served by not just the church members, but by a well-loved former pastor, the Rev. Ron 
Barham, as well. Barham’s recipes pay homage to the quick-witted soul he was, featuring dishes 
titled “Slap Your Mama Pimento and Cheese” and “Atwood Water Park Creole Beans” to name a 
few.

The current UMW group has decided to make this available to the next generation. The cook-
book can be purchased for $20 plus, $4 postage and handling for the first book with $1 for each 
additional book. Orders can be made from Monticello UMC UMW at P.O. Box 87, Monticello, 
MS 39654. The church phone number is 601-587-2987 and the email address is monticel-
loumc@bellsouth.net.

Homecoming and Fall Revival 
Chunky UMC   
September 15, 2013 | September 16-18, 2013 
Chunky United Methodist Church will celebrate its 
homecoming on September 15, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. 
The Rev. Gerald Chaney will be delivering the sermon. 
Chunky UMC will also gather for revival services Septem-
ber 16-18, 2013. Service times are 7:00 nightly. The Rev. Davey Wilkinson will be leading these services.    
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a cookbook featuring a former 
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The Into the Streets Conference: Following Jesus 
September 21, 2013         
This event will be held on Saturday, September 21, 2013 from  8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at First 
UMC located in Batesville, Mississippi. The fee is $20.00 and breakfast and a light lunch will be 
provided.

Plenary Speakers:  
• Dr. Tom Albin, GBOD, the Upper Room “Our Wesleyan DNA: Future Implications”
• Dr. Florence Muindi, Life in Abundance International “Beyond Charity: Empowering the Pool”  

Workshops:
• Changing Organizational Structure, Dr. David Powe
• Alpha, Jeff Lawrence
• International Partnerships, Lou Ann Staggs
• Mother Daughter Church Plant, Bryan Collier
• Multi-Cultural Evangelism, John Garrott

For information contact Cheryl Denley at 662-562-5865 or cheryl@senatobiadistrictumc.com. 

Camp Lake Stephens Upcoming Events    
September-December 3013| January 2014 

Make plans to attend one of several events for youth at Camp Lake Stephens scheduled in 
September through next January 2014! The dates are below. For further information, visit 
www.camplakestephens.com or contact the camp office at 662-234-3350.  

• Jr. High Spiritual Life Retreat, September 21-22
Speaker: Rev. Emily Sanford |  Music: Rev. Eddie Willis | Cost: $75 per person

• Sr. High Spiritual Life Retreat, September 28-29
Speaker: Rev. Corey Truett | Music: Rev. Eddie Willis | Cost: $75 per person

• Children’s Retreat (3-6 Grades), October 5-6
Speaker: Russell Casteel | Music: Philip Salter | Cost: $75 per person

• Overflow Retreat (Jr. High and Sr. High), December 30-January 1
Speaker: Jeremy Knight | Music: Kory Wheeler Band (formerly “This is Luke”)

• Confirmation Retreats
- January 17-19, 2014:  Speaker, Amanda Gordon | Music, Lane Davis
- January 24-26, 2014:  Speaker, Kristen Schrickel | Music, Lane Davis

The Bishop’s Convocation “Holiness & Renewal of Ministry”   
September 30 - October 2, 2013    
According Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., one of the primary responsibilities of the annual confer-
ence is to provide effective and productive leadership to the local churches. For this reason, Swan-
son is inviting all Mississippi United Methodist clergy to an in-depth consideration of the connec-
tions between God’s holiness, one’s own holiness, and the renewal of the church. Dr. Jason Vickers 
has explored these relationships in his 2011 book “Minding the Good Ground:  A Theology of 
Church Renewal.”  Vickers will guide participants through the following four phrases of reflection 
on the theme: Contemplating God’s Holiness (Exodus 15:11 and Hosea 11:9), Encountering God’s 
Holiness (Exodus 19:23, Deuteronomy 4:12, and Isaiah 6:5), Becoming Holy (Leviticus 11:45 and 
Numbers 16:46) and Finding Freedom in Holiness (II Corinthians 3:17.)  

While this gathering is designed for clergy, Swanson says that laity should care this is happening 
and be in prayer for those attending. “I am sure that every local congregation desires that their pas-
tor be exposed to learning opportunities that would aid them in becoming the best pastors that they can become. The laity should 
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desire to see growth in their pastors because as the pastor experiences growth, the people should grow,” said Swanson.  

The Bishop’s Convocation is September 30 - October 2, 2013 at Crossgates United Methodist Church, Brandon, MS.  For more 
details and to register visit  www.centerforministry.com/pages/detail/1736.

Seven Springs UMC Revival 2013            
September 30 - October 4, 2013    

Seven Springs United Methodist Church will have revival September 30-October 4, starting at 7:00 nightly. The theme is Cel-
ebrating the Past, Rejoicing in the Present and Being Faithful to Future. The scripture is from Colossians 2:6-7. For questions, 
contact Gloria Lee at 601-214-3896. Seven Springs UMC is located at 4668 Seven Springs Road in Raymond, Mississippi.

• Monday, September 30, 2013
Pastor Craig Baxton
Greenwood Chapel UMC
Wesley Chapel UMC - Edwards, Mississippi
Carthage, Mississippi

• Tuesday, October 1, 2013
Rev. Michael Taylor, Pastor
Bethlehem MB Church - Edwards, Mississippi

• Wednesday, October 2, 2013
Rev. Maxine Bolden, Pastor
Samuel Chapel UMC - Itta Bena, Mississippi

• Thursday, October 3, 2013
Rev. Stephen Cook, Pastor
Central UMC - Jackson, Mississippi

• Friday, October 4, 2013
Rev. Kevin Carter
Canton UMC - Canton, Mississippi.

Convocation on the Black Church     
October 25-26, 2013      
Notice: This event will occur as planned on the date listed above. Please disregard any communication that it has been can-
celled.  

The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church presents 
the 2013 Convocation on the Black Church. This event is specifically 
designed to meet challenges of African American churches—but ben-
eficial to all churches—ALL churches are welcome! Make plans for an 
evening of worship and praise beginning at 7:00 p.m. Friday, October 
25, 2013 at Anderson United Methodist Church 6205 Hanging Moss 
Road in Jackson, Mississippi. 

On Saturday, October 26, 2013, prepare for a day of studying to show 
ourselves approved. This begins at 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Clyde Muse 
Center on the Rankin Campus of Hinds Community College located at 
515 Country Place Parkway in Pearl, Mississippi. More details on how 
to register coming soon.

Page 8

2 0 1 3  
Convocation 
on the  
Black Church

E X P E R I E N C E  T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

October 25 and 26, 2013



Mississippi Youth Annual Conference 2014 Announced          
February 28-March 2          
The dates will be February 28-March 2, at Christ UMC in Jackson. The speaker for the weekend will be Olu Brown, a native of 
Lufkin Texas and the lead pastor and founder of Impact UMC in Atlanta, Georgia. The Worship leader will be Steve Fee. Fee is 
most known for the hit single, “All Because of Jesus,” which peaked at No. 2 on Billboard’s hot Christian AC Chart.

Announcements
Cancellation: Society of St. Andrew Squash Jam        
Due to circumstances beyond control of the Society of St. Andrew (SoSA), the First Annual Squash Jam, scheduled for Satur-
day, September 14, has been cancelled.  The Society of St. Andrew apologizes for any inconvenience this might cause and greatly 
appreciates all the participation that has been offered. SoSA is currently planning YAM JAM that will take place in the upcoming 
weeks in the Vardaman, Mississippi area.  More details will be announced soon about this event.  For questions, contact Jackie 
Usey, at 769-233-0887 or Laura Sappington at 601-850-4018.

Annual Conference 2014  
June 6-8, 2014 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Please remember Jane Watts and her family as they 
mourn the death of her son, Ross Lynn, who was 
involved in a farming accident on August 26 in Gilliam, 
Louisiana. A memorial service was held on August 31 
at Grace Community UMC in Shreveport. Watts is a 
provisional deacon serving as consultant for spiritual 
formation with the Center for Ministry. 

Employment Opportunities
• Part-time Secretary Wanted, Marvin UMC Florence 
Marvin United Methodist Church in Florence, Mississippi is seeking to hire a part-time secretary. Salary will be commen- 
surate with experience. If interested, please mail your resume to SPRC Chair, Ann Armentrout or Rev. Robbie Murden at 
211 N. Church St. Florence, MS 39073 or email it to marvinchurch@comcast.net. A full job description is available at our 
website www.mumc.me.

• Youth Director/Children’s Coordinator, First UMC Houston 
First United Methodist Church in Houston, Mississippi is seeking a youth director/children’s coordinator. The vacated 
position was considered full-time but will depend on needs and qualifications of the applicant. Duties include Sunday and 
Wednesday youth meetings and assisting with Sunday worship. Two mission experiences per year are required for the 
youth. Primary responsibility to children is securing leaders. Resumes may be sent to: Houston First UMC, P.O. Box 123, 
Houston, MS 38851.

• Part-time Church Organist, St. Luke’s UMC, Jackson 
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, a growing congregation with a very active music ministry in the heart of the Fondren 
neighborhood of Jackson, Mississippi, seeks to hire a church organist immediately.
The organist is responsible for the following: 
1. Weekly preludes, hymns, responses and postludes 
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2. Occasional choral anthems, solos, etc. as requested by director; includes playing for rehearsals as needed 
3. Playing for yearly Christmas Cantata 
4. Substitute for pianist, in case of absence 
5. Attend Music staff meetings
Compensation is commensurate with experience and is negotiable.
You may inquire about the position by phone at 601-362-6381 or send resumes to info@stlukesjackson.org or by mail to 
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 621 Duling Avenue, Jackson, MS 39216.

• Part-time Church Pianist, St. Luke’s UMC, Jackson 
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, a growing congregation with a very active music ministry in the heart of the Fondren 
Neighborhood of Jackson seeks to hire a pianist immediately.
The pianist is responsible for the following: 
1. Weekly offertories and hymns 
2. Adult Choir accompanist, Children’s Choir accompanist and includes playing for weekly choir rehearsals and other spe- 

cial rehearsal as needed 
3. Accompany other music groups, solos, etc. as needed 
4. Attend Music staff meetings
Compensation is commensurate with experience and is negotiable.
You may inquire about the position by phone at 601-362-6381 or send resumes to info@stlukesjackson.org or by mail to 
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 621 Duling Avenue, Jackson, MS 39216.

• Part-time Director of Worship Arts, Southaven First UMC
Part- time (15-20 hours per week)
• Ability to read music and play a musical instrument such as piano/guitar/keyboard 
• To coordinate and plan in conjunction with the pastor and worship committee the music for all worship experiences of 

the church 
• Appreciation for both traditional and modern worship styles and ability to blend them and lead congregation in worship
• Recruit, plan for and rehearse the existing chancel choir for anthems on Sundays and special seasonal services including 

but not limited to Christmas and Easter Cantatas. 
• Knowledge of presentation type software for multimedia presentations as well as being familiar with sound and lighting. 
• Recruit worship team, rehearse and lead contemporary/modern worship.
• Start a music program for the children. 
• Salary is negotiable. 
All who are interested send your resume’ to Southaven First UMC, 723 Star Landing Road E., Nesbit, MS 38651, Attn: Rev. 
Hal Hall or email to pastorhal@aol.com.
• Office Administrator, Southaven First UMC
Approximately 20 Hours per week 
• Prepare and maintain detailed church and pre-school/daycare statistical records • Prepare weekly bank deposits for 

church and pre-school/daycare 
• Prepare weekly church bulletin 
• Must be proficient in Microsoft Office and other computer programs 
• Good communication and people skills 
• Work closely with the pastor and pre-school director 
• Salary is negotiable
All who are interested send your resume’ to Southaven First UMC, 723 Star Landing Road E. Nesbit, MS 38651, Attn: Rev. 
Hal Hall or email to pastorhal@aol.com.
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Hot Garlic Pickles    
1 (32-ounce) jar name-brand sliced dill pickles
2 cups sugar
4 to 8 toes garlic, sliced in half
½ small bottle of Tabasco sauce (1 small bottle to 
make lethal)
Pour out the pickle juice from jar.  Add remaining 
ingredients to jar and reseal.  Place upright on coun-
ter the first day, place upside down the second, and continue this for five days.  These pickles go great on a cheese cracker 
or straight out of the jar.

 – Chester Harvey, “Loaves and Fishes” St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-
Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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